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1. Q@. How does the Ukrainian SSR classify its roads? What are the seasonal 
characteristics of the various road types? 


A. The roads in the Ukrainian SSR as well as im the entire USSR were 
classified in five general categories before 1941: 


A. The highest or best type which are roads with good hard 4 
surfaces of asphalt or gudronized (a coal oll surface}. 
These compare with highways or auto strata. The Russian 
term for them is "Vysshy”. 


B. The “white” roada which have hard surfaces of compacted, 
erushed rock, or are paved with cobblestones or macadam; 


Cc. The gravel roads and improved natural roads; 


D. The natural dirt roads or “black” roads aaa as 
which are somewhat improved; 


BR. The natural dirt or mhlack" reads which are totally 
unimproved. This is the most common road, in the USSR. 


2. Soviet reads are further classified for administrative purposes as 
those of all-Soviet Union importance (Obscha Souwios Snachanye - 
about 10% of the roads of the USSR) which are equivalent to US }! 
Federal Highways, and those of Republican local importance (Republic 
Local Snachanye) which are equivalent to state or mmicipal roads. 
Roads of all-Soviet Union importance are administered by the State 
Roads Board (Gosoudarstvennoye Dorashnoye Upriavlenye) of the MVD. 
The Local-Republican roads are administered by the Republican Roads 
Board. 
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3. The Ukrainian, natural roads are characterized by very poor travel 
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conditions. During spring and fall the natural rosds are impassable nr 
and offer a very serious obstacle to the development of local eo 


transportation, especially in the rural regions. Winter snows 
hinder all transportation, both on highways and on natural roads, “ 
since there is very little snow removal equipment. The dust clouds < fis 
throm up by automobiles traveling on the natural roads in the as 
summer are & constant musance. In 1931 the "Bolshaya Soviet 
Encyclopedia" asserted that the road network wes the "weakest point” 
of the Soviet economic system. : 


- end ~ 
LIBRARY. SUBJECT & AREA CODES - foe! 
3-02-0615 25 AUG 54 - 
re 754.22 BN : 
es oe TSH. T 7 2aN i 
754.01 - = QUN  ° 
iy . ‘ : par 2 Be 
1 i s ‘ ) 
i 1 ft: ae fe 
‘ rh 4 
; Pe Va eet ce a ean, i 
a 2 Lect he: diyare.| hoa 
Se : ' Ra Sra 
ho. 
cle 
e ip EME, og Ea Pe, 3 ite APS one ALenye} i ‘ 
ey 
if : 
Spa 
CONFIDENTIAL. ’ Wash gat ae 
oe wk RS ee 
ae 


Approved For Release 2004/03/23 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000400690003-8 


